Protected

Real Yellowwood

Podocarpus latifolius
Family: Podocarpaceae
Synonyms: Podocarpus thunbergii Hook.
Other names: Broad-leaf, Upright, Rough-barked and True Yellowwood (Eng)
THE TREE
Real Yellowwood is South Africa’s national tree. It is the most common of the Yellowwood species in South
Africa and was heavily utilised by the early settlers. It is iconic, with great sentimental value, as many treasured
heirlooms are made of Yellowwood and it was used extensively in early buildings. The wood of the different
species is almost indistinguishable.
Real Yellowwood is an evergreen, straight-stemmed tree, with the male and female cones on separate plants. It
occurs in montane and coastal forests, where it reaches a height of 30 m, although it can grow to as little as 2 m in
exposed areas.
The bark, which peels easily in strips, is yellowish-brown, reddish-brown or grey- to dark brown. It is smooth in
young trees and longitudinally fissured in old trees. It is clearly distinguishable from the bark of other Yellowwood
species and is often used to identify logs.
USING THE WOOD
The major use of the tree is the utilisation of the
wood. It is very popular for fine furniture- and cabinet
making and is also suitable for joinery, interior trimming,
decorative veneer and turnery. In the past, when the wood
was readily available, it was used for domestic flooring,
coffins, drawing tables and -instruments and even railway
sleepers. Traditionally, it was used to complement darker
woods, such as Black Stinkwood (Ocotea bullata). This
combination of woods is typical of what is now referred to
as Cape Dutch or Cape Cottage furniture.
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wood chatter..

This is terrible wood to work with as it blunts tools, it cracks, twists and makes you sneeze!
Absolutely amazing wood to use! Rob Scott
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WOOD PROPERTIES

Wood properties of Podocarpus latifolius

The differing bark is diagnostic when processing Yellowwood species. Logs
are usually clear, large and long, yielding wide boards. Real Yellowwood
sawlogs are usually smaller than those of Outeniqua Yellowwood (Afrocarpus
falcatus). Real Yellowwood has a uniform yellow to light brown colour and is
often slightly darker than the other Yellowwoods. The sapwood is not readily
distinguished from the heartwood. The texture is fine and even and the grain
straight to spiral. The wood displays very little figure, except for that obtained
from crotches. The wood has no characteristic odour and contains no resin.
The wood may be successfully air seasoned, but conditioning in kilns after
air seasoning is recommended. This is essential for material over 25 mm in
thickness. Boards of 25 mm in thickness take approximately two months
to air-dry. Yellowwood may warp and twist badly in use if not properly
seasoned. It is not durable, prone to blue stain and rot and is not resistant to
borer. It is permeable to preservative this treatment and should be treated
against fungi and borer.

Shrinkage: Green to oven dry (%)

Radial 3.85
Tangential 6.06

Shrinkage: Green to air dry (%)

Radial 2.45
Tangential 3.94

Density (air dry) kg/m³

560 (540 - 610))

Modulus of rupture (MOR) (MPa)

85

Modulus of elasticity (MOE) (MPa)

9 738

Maximum crushing strength (MPa)

47.0

Hardness (N)

Side grain 3 867
End grain 6 189

Maximum shearing strength (MPa)

10.2

Toughness (Joule)

16.2

IDENTIFYING THE WOOD
Yellowwood is a softwood and therefore does not have vessels (seen as pores in cross section). The cells visible in the end grain
are mainly tracheids. The uniseriate and very fine rays are only visible with a hand lens. The parenchyma arrangement pattern is
diffuse-in-aggregates and parenchyma is only visible after intensive study as fine, short (2-4 cells) tangentially arranged groups.
These cells often contain resin, which makes them more visible. Growth rings are visible as a result of the flattening of the last two
to four rows of tracheids at the end of the growth period.

Side grain (untreated).

Side grain (treated).

End grain.

WOODWORKING PROPERTIES
The wood saws cleanly and easily by hand or machine. It can be planed to a smooth finish and has a normal blunting effect on
tools. It is suitable for turning and peeling for decorative veneer. The wood splits easily and pre-drilling, or small gauge nails,
25 mm from the edge is recommended. It can be brittle in joints. It is not oily and has good glueing properties and may be stained
and polished satisfactorily. It is a pleasant wood to work with.
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